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A PAIN IN THE ASS
Farce About

Directad by Francis Veber something of a misadventure by itself; and to
Starring Richard Berry, Patrick Timsit, the continued chagrin of the Police SWAT team
Pascal Elbé, Virginie Ledoyen, Laurent escorting him, they keep getting later and later

Paolini, Michel Aumont, Cédriz Chevalme far Randonl's appearance at the trial, There's

' ; also & hilarous little running gag involing
I thee tradition of pastgems such as The dinner . i
Game, The Closet and The loiet, Francis Veber Sty o i s yoen
revisits his 1973 play of the same name with this It doesn't really come much batter
forest sl =iliE UoTRERenE than this. Vieber clearly has a sure hand and a

In fact American maestro Billy Wilder o of fun) with this material, and A Pain In The
had alreacy made an Engiish lanzuage version  4¢ will most probably rank as ane of this year's
in Ha1 |:’3mml'lg Walter Matthau a‘-d_lar,k fastival audience favourites.

Lemman, and somewhat enimaginatively titled A Fain In The
Buddy Budaly) but for the record Weber doesn't _TIM STEWART —
need to plagiarise anybody to have an audience
in stiches,

A Pain I The Ass, as a tithe for a film
alore, pretty much sums up Francis Veber's
trademark character: a welkinteationed loser
named Frangoise Figron, whose bumbling
mis-steps invariably create havos with other
characters’ well laid plans. In this case Pignon
(Timsit}is a suicidaly-depressed husband,
whose wife Louise (Ledopen) has run off with his
shrink, Dr Edgar Wedf (Elbd), He books himseif
into 2 hotel room to do himself i

heanwhile Ralf Milan (Berryl, a
ruthdess professianal hitrman, is setting himself
up for & very high risk assignment in the nesxt
room, His hotel room sindow has the best
position overlooking the courthouse across the
road where Randoni (dumont), & federal witness
in & very public arganized crime court case, is
due to appear very shorthy.

Maturally, Fignon has sther plans, and
his and Milan's paths collide after a bunghed
suicide attempt brings half of Pignon's bathroom
cedling crashing down onta him in his bathtub.

A termfied porter (Paoly) bursts in on Milan

and starts babbling about calling the police, and
en sucdenly Milan has to pose as a warm and
caring hurmanitarkan in erder to calm the panicky

porter,

In no time at all, Fignea's wifie and
her new bayfriend become ensnared in the plat
when a comedy of erors sees Dr'Walf storming
off to the same hotel to confront Pignon.
Randoni's trip to the courthouse - under heavily
armed Police guard of course - also becomes




