


The Moth
The Moth is old-fashioned storytelling on thoroughly modern themes by 
wildly divergent raconteurs. No notes and no cheat sheets are allowed on 
The Moth stage, where real life stories have been told to live audiences 
since 1997. The Times of London notes, ‘The performances are enthralling, 
funny and moving’ and The Wall Street Journal calls it ‘New York’s hottest 
and hippest literary ticket’. The Moth has featured celebrated writers and 
artists alongside an astronaut, a voodoo priestess, a pickpocket, a cop and 
hundreds of others and every show has sold out for the past ten years. Hear 
tales of travel, physical and metaphysical. Witness long, strange trips and 
quick reconnaissances, ruminations on peregrinations and exhortations 
on explorations. Whether you think that ‘abroad’ is your neighbour’s yard, 
across an ocean, or into another vibrational plane, we trust that you will find 
yourself transported.

The Background

The Moth, a non-profit arts organisation dedicated to the art of storytelling, 
emerged from its cocoon in 1997. Poet and novelist George Dawes Green 
wanted to recreate in New York the feeling of sultry summer evenings in 
Georgia when he and his friends would get together in overgrown backyards 
to spin spellbinding stories. The first Moth Evening was held in George’s 
lounge room, but word of its wonder quickly spread, and The Moth moved to 
bigger venues in downtown Manhattan. Since our debut, more than 35,000 
people have listened to more than 1300 stories at The Moth.

Mission

Through the art of storytelling, The Moth satisfies our vital need for 
connection by celebrating the diversity and commonality of human 
experience. One goal of The Moth is to entertain, but we also aim to stir up 
stories in those who think they have nothing to say. It is our sincerest hope 
that a good story, like King Solomon’s wine that goeth down sweetly, will 
caress the lips of those who are asleep to speak.

Host – Mike Daisey (US)

Mike Daisey has been called ‘the master storyteller’ and ‘one of the finest solo 
performers of his generation’ by the New York Times for his groundbreaking 
monologues which weave together autobiography, gonzo journalism and 
unscripted performance to tell hilarious and heartbreaking stories that cut 
to the bone, exposing secret histories and unexpected connections. His 
monologues –  14 and counting – include the controversial How Theater Failed 
America, the six-hour epic Great Men of Genius, the unrepeatable series All 
Stories Are Fiction and the international sensation 21 Dog Years. He’s been a 
guest on the Late Show with David Letterman, a commentator for PRI’s Studio 
360 and NPR’s Day To Day, a contributor to WIRED, Slate and Salon, a web 
contributor to Vanity Fair and Radar Magazine and his work has been heard 
on the BBC, NPR and National Lampoon Comedy Hour. His first film, Layover, 
is being distributed by Lars von Trier’s company Zentropa, and he stars in the 
Lawrence Krauser feature Horrible Child. He is the author of 21 Dog Years: 
A Cubedweller’s Tale and his first work as a playwright, The Moon Is A Dead 
World, will be produced in Seattle this season. He has been the recipient 
of the Bay Area Critics Circle Award, three Seattle Times Footlight Awards 
and a MacDowell Fellowship. He lives in New York City with his director and 
collaborator, Jean-Michele Gregory.

Patti Chong

Patti Chong was born and educated in Batu 
Pahat, Malaysia, and came to Perth in 1973. 
She studied law at The University of Western 
Australia and has built a highly successful 
career over the past two decades as a crown 
prosecutor, senior state prosecutor and the 
inaugural General Counsel to the Corruption 
and Crime Commission. 

In private practice since September 2006 
she is currently Vice-President of the WA 
Chinese Chamber of Commerce, a member 

of the Chung Wah Association, a board member of Constable Care, a board 
member of Celebrate WA, a board member of WA Ballet,and a trustee of the 
Simon Lee Foundation. 

In 2005 Patti was named as one of LotteryWest’s 21 Most Inspirational West 
Australians. She was named an Ambassador for the Leukaemia Foundation 
and is involved in fundraising activities for a number of other charities such 
as Telethon, PMH Foundation and the Variety Club.

Patti is also a much in demand speaker for corporate and government events. 
Her presentation ‘A Long & Winding Road…’ is a personal story of dreams, 
ambitions and aspirations of a woman who had to overcome family and 
cultural barriers at a young age and transplanted herself into an environment 
which was as foreign as going to Mars. 

Sullivan McLeod

Sullivan McLeod grew up with three brothers 
in Margaret River and still lives there (often 
in a tree house) when he’s not travelling. 
He performed around the world as a stand-
up comedian for seven years with gigs at 
the Melbourne Comedy Festival, Edinburgh 
Festival, London Comedy Store, Improv 
Comedy Club (LA) and The Comedy Store (LA). 

Apart from being a restless vagabond, he 
has been a door-to-door salesman for a 
telecommunication company (Sydney), a 

spy for a Greek restaurant (Rhodes) and a professor’s assistant assigned to 
check the originality of ideas (European Patent Office, Holland). He has also 
worked as a canvasser for dodgy solicitors looking to see if anyone wanted 
to sue their landlord (London), an audience member paid to laugh at lame 
jokes for live TV shows (Hollywood), a drilling rig driver despite not having a 
truck driver’s licence (Kalgoorlie) and a stooge for a magician’s street show 
in London. And he’s been a professional surfer for nine months.

Sullivan’s extremely funny memoir is Tunnel Vision.

Melissa Parke

Melissa Parke MP is the Federal Member 
for Fremantle. Before entering parliament, 
Melissa worked as a senior lawyer in the 
United Nations for eight years. She began 
her employment with the UN peacekeeping 
mission in Kosovo within the Office of Legal 
Affairs in 1999, and this was followed by 
two-and-a-half years working in Gaza for the 
international legal division of UNRWA, the 
UN agency that works to assist Palestinian 
refugees.

In 2004 Melissa undertook a position in the UN headquarters in New York 
in the Office of the Under-Secretary-General for Management. In this role, 
she was responsible for oversight of the internal system of administration 
of justice, as well for establishing the UN Ethics Office, including instituting 
programs for whistleblower protection, financial disclosure, ethics training 
and advice and standards of conduct.

Melissa grew up in the south-west of Western Australia on her parents' 
apple farm in Donnybrook and earned a bachelor of business from Curtin. 
Prior to joining the UN, Melissa was a lecturer in the law school at Murdoch 
University and, before that, the solicitor in charge at the Bunbury Community 
Legal Centre.

Roland Rocchiccioli 

Roland Rocchiccioli has worked in the 
entertainment industry since 1966. He 
started out as the front end of Mavis the 
Dancing Horse in the pantomime Goldilocks 
and the Three Bears at the Circus. He has 
also worked in theatre in England and the 
United States and is an experienced radio 
and television broadcaster and columnist. He 
wrote The Actor Who Laughed with the late 
Frank Thring and The AFL Cookbook

Roland’s latest is the not-to-be-missed And 
Be Home Before Dark.

Saxophonist – Matthew Styles

Matthew Styles has built a local and international career as a classical, jazz 
and ‘cross-over’ saxophonist, performing and teaching in the UK, Europe, 
Asia and Australia. He has appeared with Ben Folds, Diana Ross, Dave 
Weckl, Rhonda Burchmore, Marina Pryor, Kate Cebrano, Wayne Newton, 
Olivia Newton-John and The Manhattan Transfer and performed in the 2006 
Villa Cellimontana International Jazz Festival in Rome and in Singapore 
(2007) with the multi- WAMI Award winning band Hip Mo’ Toast. He is also 
a guest soloist, (along with Dale Barlow) on Don Gomez’s In the Moonlight. 
Matt has been recognised as a leading force in Perth’s music scene and 
has accepted the role of Artistic Director of Jazz Mo’ – Jazz at the Fremantle 
Arts Centre. Further, he was the recipient of a coveted Churchill Fellowship 
in 2004, is sponsored by Ligaphone (Paris) and was a featured artist at the 
2002 Australasian Clarinet and Saxophone Conference in Sydney and at the 
2005 Melbourne International Festival of Single Reeds. Matt continues to 
build his local and international classical profile with ongoing performances 
and master classes in Singapore and Malaysia and performed with French 
master saxophonist Jean-Pierre Baraglioli in 2006. Matt is currently lecturing 
at WAAPA (Edith Cowan University), has recently completed his DMA in Third 
Stream Music at the University of Western Australia and specialises in the 
interpretation, pedagogy and performance of classical, jazz and multi-
genre or ‘cross-over’ works. The Western Australian Symphony, Singapore 
Symphony and the Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestras also utilise Matthew 
as their principal saxophonist. Every year since 1997, Matt has given World 
or Australian premiere performances of classical and ‘cross-over’ works 
arranged or specifically composed for him in his capacity as a soloist. Matt 
plays custom 875 soprano, alto and tenor saxophones.

Executive and Creative Director – Catherine Burns

Catherine Burns is the artistic director of The Moth, which has been called 
‘New York’s hottest and hippest literary ticket’ by The Wall Street Journal. 
In addition to directing the live shows, Burns has told stories on The Moth 
stage at The HBO Comedy Festival in Aspen, Central Park SummerStage and 
The Players Club. She is the director and producer of feature film A Pound 
of Flesh and the co-producer of the films All the Rage, Starving Artists and 
Temps. As a television director/producer, she has interviewed such diverse 
talent as Aerosmith, Robin Williams, Howard Stern, Martha Stewart and 
Chuck D. She lives in New York City with her husband.

Senior Producer – Sarah Austin Jenness

Sarah Austin Jenness produced The Moth’s first national story tour in 2006–
07, which played to sold out venues in ten US cities. Prior to joining The 
Moth in 2005, Sarah was a freelance producer on various documentary film 
and television projects for PBS, Oxygen and other broadcast networks. She 
is a graduate of Boston University, and in her spare time, she likes to direct 
original one-acts in intimate theatres around Manhattan.

After ��.��pm get in FREE to the hottest after parties in 
town. See WA’s best musicians and hear stellar international 
DJs spin jazz, Afro-fusion, electro, rock and more.

Beck’s Music Box is your place to 
dance under the stars, relax with 
friends on a couch and enjoy a 
drink this summer.

FREE ENTRY

Present your event ticket at 
select premier bars and 
restaurants for a range of deals 
and delights. 
Before or after the show, 
these elite venues make your 
evening a complete experience. 
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Go Beyond the Show ENTRÉE OR ENCORE

FURTHER INFO
perthfestival.com.au/booking/
entreesandencores
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Kevin Hamersley – Manager 
Ruth Gogarty – Administrative Officer
Katherine Greville – Administrative Assistant
Madeline Joll – Patron Services Coordinator 
John Doyle – Technical Manager  
Clint Balfour – Head Technician  
Robyn Wilson – Finance Manager
Leonisa Manea – Accounts Assistant 
Peter Keogh – BOCS Office Supervisor 


