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DPTIMUM
PARTYING

CRAIG HOLLYWDOD UNCOVERS THAT IT WILL BE BEST TO
TAKE A SICK DAY ON MONDAY; OPTIMO HAVE A TENDENCY
TO KICK LONG AND HARD.
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Every now and then someone comes
up and says they lost their job

for showing up late on a Monday,
usually with a smite on their face.
That would make me think they
hated their work anyhow. We do
think that you have to get into to

it to get out of it, rather than the
other way round, though so it's a
kind of a ‘hell mend you’ attitude.”

Considering that it has now been
12 years since the first ever Optimo
event, many alterations in the
structure of dance culture would
have taken place. Jonnie eagerly
explains how the night has stood
the test of time, “In terms of what
we want to do with Optimo, nothing
has really changed since the first
party in '97. We just want to have a
party where the emphasis is on fun
— us having fun playing whatever
music we want, endeavoring

to put smiles on people’s faces
when we play, taking some risks.
Colliding DJing with live shows,
art, performance, film - and seeing
what happens. We've never thought
‘it has to be this, it has to be that’,
just that we would have fun doing
it and can present the music we
want to - the music we love and
want to share. We are lucky that
we have a really young crowd too.
People move on, new kids come
along, and the old ones pop back
in every now and then. It's nice like
that, the way the crowd changes
and there’s a real mix.”

About to embark on a tour that will
see the DJ's unique style inflicted
upon Perth audiences as part of
the Perth Festival's very first free
After Party at the Music Box, Jonnie
had a parting message for those
who plan to enter the world of gig
promotion. “Find the right space,
get a good sound system, only play
music you love, respect your crowd,
work hard. have fun.”

WHO: OPTIMO

WHEN & WHERE: SATURDAY 14
FEBRUARY, BECK'S MUSIC BOX
PERTH ESPLANADE
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