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Karin.Arts and Milrieke Biegman are best
known as the cra women behind The
Net herla nds' Moil Sewing Company, but
they're not limited* being nifty on the old
Singes;they're alsi accidental anthropologists.

Arts andBiegrnan travel the world
with t wo retro biomes, each attached to a
sewIr machine.They set up shop on street
corms and invite members of the public to
donate a piece of thing, which they then
red n or em bit while the interested
indual pedalsto power their sewing
machines.

The Moii Sewing'Company affords
Arts and Biegmanmanyinternational travel
oppoi tunities, including a trip to Perth this
year particip T Perth International
;Ws Festival. On their travels, the pair has
encountered anarray +r odd and unique
individuals, manyof whom have let Arts and
BiegrE an makeover agarment of their choicer'

Arts explains people in different
countries react very differently to the Mobile
Sewn Company- one choosing to strip
bare on the street, while others opt for privacy
first.'

"In Spain, more men than women
come' up to us and ey're really easy.They
will pull off their dothes-'and will stand there
in their underp " in Holland, that wouldn't
happen. In Hoil W0. put people in a
dressing room n Spain it's just voilal"shelaughs.w

After mep i wvhile performing
street theatre 1 ,Arts=andBiegman
forged ' a. strong t which saw them
experience a stiff the environment,far
costuming and

"In 2 ht re works together
somewhere in tgand saidd to
each other 'it g9od to have our.
own profession bdng to the street`
because most havea skill,-
like juggling, b really have a skill,
our skill was m homes. Sd we thought
it would be nic ;; ay to bring that

skill to.the st=o- tour years later, it
developed inewing Studio we
have now."

Though the pair re,. Vn''tro
bicycles these days, they once used to
do the pedalingfor them.

"ftstarted off with' Mopeds; that
Was because we were lazy and we had a
festival in Holland,which is alwaysteally
Windy, so we thought'oh man, wehaveto
cycleall the way up tothehills, let's justuse
Mopeds'. We did that for two years then we
missed contact with the people, the auddienc%,
because what happened with the Mopeds is
people came and dropped off their clothes
and then rushed off to see other things in the.

festival then they would come back to pick up
the clot .With the bikes, you have,contact
with people,because you can only sew when
someone's pedaling;it's really nice to have
that cot tact. Also, we don't need electricity, we
have everything with us.

"In Europe, it's really coming

S
gelEher now because people are into

tlve energy and things without
electricity It's very simple to see when
someone is pedaling."

The Mobile Sewing Company will set up.
shop in the Murray Street Mall on Tuesday,
February 24, and Wednesday, February 25
(from 11.30am -2pm) at Central Park on
Thursday, February 26 (from 11 am -2pm);
in Murray StreetMall<o n Friday, Febrary
27 (from noon - 2pm)atBeck's Music Box
on Friday, February 27 (from 1030pm
- midnight); in the Hay Street Mall on
Saturday, February 28 (noon - 2pm); Beck's
Music Box on Saturday, February 28 (7.30
- 9pm); at the Perth Writers Festival Family
Day on'Sunday, March 1 (11 am - 2pm); or at
thePerth Writers Festival on Monday, March
2 (11 am -. 2pm).
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