X-Press Magazine

29/01/2009

Page: 37

Section: General News

Region: National Circulation: 40000
Type: Magazines Lifestyle

Size: 196.00 sq.cms

Frequency: ---T---

/AVA\
MEDIA MONITORS

SHELAGH MAGADZA
Theatre Warrior

The War of The Roses will be performed at
His Majesty’s Theatre from Friday, February
27, until Thursday, March 12. Nostalgia will
be performed at Pavilion Six of the Perth
Convention Exhibition Centre, Friday,
February 13, until Saturday, February 21.
Bookings can be made through the Perth
Festival website perthfestival.com.au or by
calling (08) 9484 1133.

Speaking from the back of a taxi as she zooms
through the streets of Sydney, Perth International
Arts Festival director Shelagh Magadza tries to
catch her breath as she relays the excitement of
having just attended the Australian premiere of
theatrical epic The War of The Roses, at the Sydney
Festival, the previous night."It's faaaaantastic!”
reveals Magadza, before continuing to share

her joy:“I'm so humbled,and very excited that

it's coming to Perth. it condenses eight plays,
and it's a very convoluted plotin the middie,
where everyone’s politicking and fighting.But it's
articulated so dearly, making it very accessible to
people who dorft know the plays.”
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Nostalgia

Copyright Agency Limited (CAL) licenced copy

: The éight hour long theatre piece,
starring Sydney Theatre Company’s Cate -
Blanichett, will make its prerniere in Perth as part
gthe Perth Intemmglhzm Pgsaml this Febru'zr;

Magadmsogimon, went very.quic
There wasn't aoment there when | was thinking
‘Hmm whens itgoing toend?. The whole time
| mswondenrlg what was going to happen
next."This is nodaubt good news for Perth
theatregoers questioning their ability to sit still -
for the Shakespeare-a-thon. Yet more importantly,
because the play was a joint commission of the
Sydney and Petth Festivals, says Magadza,"The -
Warof The Roses has given Ausu'ahan artists, such
as the play’s director Benedict Andrews, and script
writer Tom Wright - whom are both exciting,
young, creative minds that are defining where
theatre’s going in this country - the potential to
create new work; that is as amazing in quality and
integrity as actshalfway around the world.”

: It logks fike' isdoing a fair
share of defining’ herself, flying to Japanin June
of last year to bring Yukichi Matsumoto’s jan
jan opera, Nostalgia, to Perth, so that Western
Australians carrexpenence,most likely for the
first time, this incredibly unique style of opera. -
Nostalgia is uniike ar ?ansofWestem )
operas have seen JanJamsastyleof
theatre making that nobody willbe familiar -
withatall,” za explains, "The first ten
minutes -
Mats 'sgo'd langi:agei sucked by'

umMoto’s | s,ymuget up
the maglc mtoﬂ\is great; big world. _
_ ; emphaslsou movement ~
@ .Iapanese danceform butoh,

Magadza,befocésuggestmgd'aatwatd\m
Nostalgia“Will require a bit of an open'mind,and -
anopen heart.Thething about Matsumoto's -
work is that it isvery filmic,it's pt
lncredlblywwway'!hewayhesetsmestage
alsodnvesthemrauvealongmawaythat
mcveasesyourundeusﬁandmgoftheplece
oneofherbiggmlogisﬁcal

festival, havi muanmnoveranmcredubly
largescalemst,asweilashawngmmdastage
in Perth's convention centre,as the Nostalgia set
was too big for the original venue,“Our technical
teamarepeddlngvfunouslyatmemdnentm
make it all happen,“finishes. 1
out of the taxi, and into what looks like'
summer of theatreindeed. v
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