
 

Please make sure that your students are aware of some basic rules of audience etiquette 

before attending Festival events.  They should be aware that they will be attending events 

with the general public who have paid full prices for their tickets and who will want to 

enjoy the performance without distraction. It might also be useful to remind them that 

audience etiquette is a part of the Arts in Society outcome for the Arts learning area.   

 

 Dr. Tim Lautzenheiser speaks online about the importance of teaching audience etiquette 

(http://www.menc.org/resources/view/rules-for-concert-etiquette) and also provides a 

simple quiz on the topic. Generic guidelines are listed below. 

 

Guidelines for audiences: 

• Make sure phones are switched off 
• No use of cameras  
• No talking or moving around during the performance as this distracts other 

audience members 
• Make sure you go to the toilet before the show or at interval (if there is an interval) 
• Don’t rustle the program or make unnecessary noise during the performance 
• No eating or drinking 
• Pay attention at all times. Imagine how the performers would feel if they looked up 

and saw audience members looking elsewhere or even sleeping! 
• Applaud at appropriate times 
• Don’t sing along, clap, or tap your feet in musical performances.  This distracts 

other audience members. 
• Make sure you dress in an appropriate way for the performance, the venue and the 

time.   
• Follow your teacher’s instructions at all times. They have put in a lot of effort to 

take you to the event so make sure you show them that you appreciate this through 
your behaviour and your thanks. 

• Go to the performance with an open mind and a positive attitude.  Even if you have 
never enjoyed this type of performance in the past, if you try hard enough you will 
definitely be able to find at least one part of the event that you appreciate. 
 

And above all, the golden rule of audience etiquette is not to do 

anything that makes people notice you instead of the performance. 


